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House of Burgess: 
Administration's alternative 
history 

Jews, Frederick Douglass forgotten; 
'massacre' invented 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


President Donald Trump’s administration habitually has obfuscated or made 


up historical events and figures. This is familiar behavior. 


Press secretary Sean Spicer spent Jan. 21, his first full day on the job, 


screaming at journalists and parroting the new president’s lies about the 


size of his inauguration crowds. Jan. 22, counselor to the president 
Kellyanne Conway appeared on NBC News’ “Meet the Press” and attempted 


to re-brand Spicer’s falsehoods as “alternative facts.” 


Here comes some alternative history. 


“It is with a heavy heart and somber mind that we remember and honor the 
victims, survivors, heroes of the Holocaust,” read the White House’s Jan. 27 
statement honoring International Holocaust Remembrance Day. “It is 
impossible to fully fathom the depravity and horror inflicted on innocent 
people by Nazi terror. Yet, we know that in the darkest hours of humanity, 
light shines the brightest. As we remember those who died, we are deeply 
grateful to those who risked their lives to save the innocent. In the name of 
the perished, I pledge to do everything in my power throughout my 
Presidency, and my life, to ensure that the forces of evil never again defeat 
the powers of good. Together, we will make love and tolerance prevalent 


throughout the world.” 


Notice the Jews missing? White House chief of staff Reince Priebus told 


“Meet the Press” Jan. 29 this omission was intentional. 


“Everyone’s suffering in the Holocaust, including obviously all of the Jewish 
people affected, and the miserable genocide that occurred is something that 


we consider to be extraordinarily sad and something that can never be 


forgotten and something that if we could wipe it off of the history books we 


would. But we can’t. And it’s terrible,” Priebus said. 


Trump began Black History Month by revealing complete ignorance about 


abolitionist Frederick Douglass. 


“Trump spoke Feb. 1 about Douglass — who died in 1895 — and Martin 
Luther King Jr. through the context of the National Museum of African- 
American History and Culture,” reported CNN’s Dan Merica Thursday. “I 
am very proud now that we have a museum on the National Mall where 
people can learn about Reverend King, so many other things,’ Trump said. 
‘Frederick Douglass is an example of somebody who’s done an amazing job 


and is being recognized more and more, I notice.’” 


The vapid, ahistoric analysis didn’t end there. As was pointed out Monday 
by Buzzfeed News’ Mike Hayes, Conway has mentioned a fake “Bowling 
Green massacre” in no less than three interviews. (Jan. 29 she mentioned it 


to Cosmopolitan and TMZ.) 


“Two Iraqis came here to this country, were radicalized, and they were the 
masterminds behind the Bowling Green massacre. Most people didn’t know 
that because it didn’t get covered,” Conway told MSNBC’s Chris Matthews 


on “Hardball” Thursday. 


This was a total exaggeration of a real event. 


“Two Iragis in Kentucky in May 2011 were arrested and faced federal 
terrorism charges after officials discovered from an informant that Waad 
Ramadan Alwan, before he had been granted asylum in the United States, 
had constructed improvised roadside bombs in Iraq,” reported The 
Washington Post’s Glenn Kessler Friday. “The arrests caused an uproar in 


Congress.” 


A parody website, The Bowling Green Massacre Victims Fund, was 
established, redirecting to the donations page for the American Civil 
Liberties Union. Saturday, protesters in Bowling Green, New York, held a 


satirical vigil for nonexistent victims. 


Trump’s goal is to exhaust us into not caring who is lying. We must maintain 


stamina. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


